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Sylbert Resigns from Select Board

The Select Board reconvened after 

the holidays on Monday, January 9, to 

face new controversy as Select Board 

regarding what he believes to be a viola-

that the two other Select Board members, 

chair Wayne Burkhart and Scott Jensen, 

the Select Board agenda item for Monday, 

-

tive bargaining/contract negotiations with 

Sylbert submitted a detailed letter to 

agenda in this manner: “The meeting must 

is made and seconded to go into executive 

session, it must be discussed and voted 

Monterey, Egremont, New 

Marlborough, Schools 

Threatened with Closure

Once again the Southern Berkshire Re-

Singleton are considering closing the 

all of the district elementary students 

Monterey School students (cw from left: Caden Strickland, Charlie Loring, Benjamin Micklewright, Westley Hampton Van-
Sant, Will Loring, Megan Loring, Haley Kohler, Catherine Makuc) recently visited Roadside Café for a cooking lesson with 
Fiona DeRis (r). Afterward, they ate their lesson. (Photo by Emma Micklewright)

cont. on p. 2 cont. on p. 2
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The Monterey News

to the manner in which the agenda item 

his absence from the meeting, stating that 

members “declared your vote in advance 

fellow Select Board members have already 

text of Sylbert’s letter is available in the 

then everyone sat for a few moments to 

to go on record that the only thing he was 

concurred with this and requested that 

law and stated that collective bargaining 

that Sylbert was making, which was not 

They say that the closures are necessary 

for the school budget to be level-funded 

as requested by the select boards of the 

The Monterey Select Board says Monterey 

to be closed, four towns must vote at a town 

-

hearings: the Monterey hearing was held on 

-

meantime, the school committee will meet 

next year’s school budget that includes 

So far the hearings have been conten-

-

torily or even knowledgably to many 

of the questions and concerns brought 

and consequences, whether money would 

actually be saved, long bus rides for small 

children, increased class sizes, and other 

issues—and the school committee mem-

The school committee will make 

their decision on whether or not to send 

the matter to town meetings on Monday, 

likely not be allowed, concerned citizens 

— Will Marsh

Town, cont. from p. 1Schools, cont. from p. 1
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if it was a legal use of executive session, 

but the legal method for arriving at that 

-

-

scheduled negotiations for two weeks 

session because they are concerned about 

don’t want to see everything fail because 

going to have a successful negotiation then 

added that he did not see any reason for 

-

into executive session was because we go 

into this one idea at a time, debate it, it gets 

Monterey News], and then 

with the way she records the minutes and 

that he has been editing them: “Jon has 

will not be able to get a sense of the want an executive session then it is their 

The next meeting of the Select Board, 

-

mitted a brief letter of resignation to the 

and made it clear that, regardless of the 

current disagreement, Sylbert had served 

that we had Jon active and working for 

the town and we certainly wish him only 

-

“Yes, we really relied on him for School 

Paul Makuc, Connecticut State Trooper and State Fire Marshal Fire Investigator, 

and arson for the Monterey Fire Department. (Photo by Maynard Forbes)

JAY AMIDON PAINTING

Now scheduling inside painting for the winter (20% off)
(413) 528-3257

Many years’ 
experience on 
all types of 
small engines.

Mad Scot

Chains and blades sharpened.

Lawn Mowers

Tractors

Tillers

Chain Saws

Snowblowers

Box 26



to register, and then registration must close 

and it took them about four months to have 

a motion that, having considered all the 

Board will have only two members until 

School Closures Threatened

Berkshire Regional School District 

by the school committee to discuss closing 

the school committee is claiming that 

that the school budget be level funded 

this year and is giving this as the reason 

if the Monterey Select Board had made 

such a request? Burkhart and Jenssen both 

thought about it for a moment and said, 

-

resenting Monterey now that Jon Sylbert 

closing schools, and they are getting some 

Burkhart said that the Select Board has 

to lease a building in town, but since that 

was discussed in an executive session few 

the board had researched using mobile 

the matter, “because if nothing is done they 

-

SOS members were learning about what 

-

Town Employee Compensation

Great Barrington 

Cottage Company

Building Green in the Berkshires

Design & Construction

of Sustainable Energy Homes

413.528.0001
www.GreatBarringtonCottageCo.com



continue discussion about salaries and 

-

the savings to the town that these items 

well with other towns in Southern Berk-

Select Board chair Wayne Burkhart 

clothing that gets trashed in the line of 

they must remain in town during the win-

week, since they also cannot leave their 

Board member Scott Jenssen asked 

asked this by at least one citizen who was 

“concerned about the amount of money 

-

The discussion turned to health insur-

ance, and it was unanimously agreed to 

-

three-year contracts and that, in the case 

Stan Ross was cautious about the idea: 

what? When you have a contract you must 

the current method of acrimonious dis-

Jenssen agreed, stating, “The style we do 

chair Burkhart agreed that the discussion 

can get heated at town meeting, but said, 

Burkhart reviewed the schedule for 

for review and then meet with the Select 

-

answer questions, and Ross agreed that 

Fire Department Budget

-

a new rescue vehicle: “We are considering 

-

-

and stabilize them until the ambulance 

Antiques & Residential 
Contents Appraised

for the purposes of:
Scheduled Personal Property Insurance
Second Home Personal Property Tax

Estate Probate
Non Cash Distribution

Damage & Loss

David J LeBeau MFA
Accredited Member

American Society of Appraisers
(1978–2009 retired)

413-229-3445 
davidjlebeauappraisalservice.vpweb.com

>
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-

tee member Michael Storch said, “We 

were thinking of using money from the 

“This town is becoming, more and more, a 

make a big difference in a cardiac situa-

“That would raise taxes and we are not 

-

-

reviewed the maintenance records for 

-

or request assets from any other commu-

the dam behind the library needs to be 

WiredWest Broadband Report

Toward the end of the January 9th 

Select Board meeting Monica Webb met 

with the board to get their signatures on 

-

resentative to WiredWest, a consortium 

of towns in Western Massachusetts that 

communications cable to residences and 

to be brought to fruition if awarded the 

WiredWest is using the Berkshire Regional 

-

has been instrumental in organizing the 

small towns of Western Massachusetts to 

getting each town to vote twice in favor 

Town Flag

The Select Board also consulted with 

Thai Yoga
Bodywork

Local
References

Sliding
Scale

with
KIT PATTEN

Lotus Palm School Certified
“!e best massage I ever had.” – E.D., 

Monterey
413-528-3798
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-

-

said Wilson’s original design was a black 

-

the seal rendered in color, but since she 

Select Board Meeting Time

The Select Board discussed changing 

the time of the Select Board meetings to 

-

vored the schedule that was used when he 

Burkhart noted that when the meetings are 

earlier in the day it’s much easier to meet 

the morning meeting time because then she 

to rely solely on the digital recording for 

come in early on Mondays because she 

-

ings, and his hours are Monday morning, 

and she is not willing to stay until late in 

Burkhart said that was duly noted, and 

also reiterated that the early meeting time 

allowed the board greater interaction with 

the town, and this weighed heavily in favor 

to change the Select Board meeting time 

Police Report

-

-

rounding area was canvassed and no one 

For Information and Assistance:
413-528-5850

www.montereychurch.org

Sunday Service · 10 a.m. 

in the Meeting House

Elizabeth Goodman, Pastor

MONTEREY UNITED

CHURCH OF CHRIST

-

Gould Farm 100th Anniversary

BJ Johnson met with the Select Board 

stages, and Johnson wanted to know whom 

they should contact regarding events—
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Save Our Village Schools

Berkshire Regional School District 

intense and emotionally charged debate 

district’s three satellite schools, Monterey, 

stated he was asked by members of the 

-

that it would not be any higher than the 

Singleton believes that the only way 

what will have to be trimmed next time? 

Many are concerned by what they see as a 

These ranged from lack of library facili-

in the schools, this was a laughable and 

who have come together to form the SOS 

strategy is to highlight the educational 

value of the small school and debunk the 

Berkshire Eagle, SOS 

member Jennifer Sahn, who has a child in 

cites a study undertaken by the Donahue 

to student achievement and most other 

outcomes on educational quality, research 

quotes an article in the New York Times 

which states, “Small schools are increas-

ingly seen as crucial to students’ success 

-

that the towns would not be as attractive 

The schools are the heart of the towns, 

with their local libraries where children 

The ball has been set rolling with four 

-

more information from the committee to 

hearings on Jan 26, which again was well 

increasingly frustrated with what they 

saw as a lack of information available to 

them on how these conclusions were being 

Allentuck Building Company 
Licensed & Insured Carpentry Services 

in Southern Berkshire County
Home Repair Made as Simple as ABC

Prioritize your home repair needs...

Josh Allentuck:
413-329-6260

Just say HELP!
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-

committee members to think outside the 

box and to form a bridge to work together 

-

-

with seven of the ten school committee 

members deciding to move forward, then 

-

believes that this will ensure a democratic 

left wondering how they can get enough 

concern is if it goes to the town meetings 

many voters will assume that by closing 

This notion has been challenged in the 

the district’s towns will need tax increases 

will undoubtedly choice out of SBRSD if 

live three minutes from the school so was 

The children had such a great time, 

for coffee were delighted at seeing the 

of SBRSD catering, arrived to touch 

the lunches before the Roadside, and the 

members, and teachers worked together 

Community Potluck Feb. 15

-

-

-

DAGMAR KUBES
Broker Associate, ABR

Superior Real-Estate Service
tailored to your needs.

413 528-6485
E-mail: dagmarrealty@verizon.net

SELL * BUY * RENT

Barnbrook
www.BarnbrookRealty.com



hearings being held by the Southern 

Berkshire Regional School District it 

hearings by requesting questions from the 

-

tee told us that when the regional district 

was formed it was assumed that the rural 

schools would soon be disbanded and all 

of the children would attend one central 

in the best interest of all of our children 

and it remains not in the best interest of 

-

-

versity and not make decisions that will 

have negative consequences in three of 

learning that they are Montereyans: when 

they look around and see other children 

and chat with each other while waiting to 

-

ranged, and the sense of community for 

this scenario exists at all three of our rural 

-

a gymnasium, but they do go to ice skate 

at our town rink, go on walks about the 

town, and climb the hill in the yard over 

is the beginning of establishing a very 

the healthiest of any lunch for any student 

-

Undermountain construction costs, while 

at the same time watching the school 

is not the time to say that, yes, in fact 

that it is now too late, as the shrug of the 

-

fund the budget by closing three schools 

good, but to be staunch advocates for our 

-

their annual town meetings and selling the 

towns and their diversity to their citizenry: 

most sensitive years of a child’s education 

-

deny our children a very unique learning 

-

rural schools to be strengthened and our 



Monterey Town Nurse 

Proposal: Part II
 

to work closely with the Monterey resident 

-

cialist, coordinating the effectiveness, and 

accommodate Monterey residents’ sched-

ules, one day would be designated to have 

late afternoon to early evening hours and 

The frequency of nursing visits to a resident 

would be determined after a nursing health 

could be two to three times a week, weekly, 

biweekly, monthly, bimonthly, every six 

-

to a resident who is unable and has no one 

-

cation would be tailored to the residents’ 

has heart and/or lung disease, the nurse 

-

assessment targeting this disease, and so 

would be an individually tailored nursing 

however, to cover even the six most com-

-

sure, heart disease, high cholesterol, cancer, 

the Monterey News
several months each News article will cover 

The nurse would monitor vital signs, which 

-

ties or changes, rhythm, quality, degree 

of effort required to breath, skin color, 

-

ment, coordinating with the individuals’ 

as well as educate on the use, dosage, 

nurse would assess the individuals’ ability 

to care for themselves, such as how much 

effort does it take to bathe, dress, and 

-

-

doctor has said they have a heart or lung 

-

anyone concerned and having questions 

monthly, every three to six months, and so 

on the state of health for that individual at 

the time of the nursing assessment, and 

When is a nursing assessment not 

? When the individual needs 

KathieTryon@yahoo.com



Monterey Republican Town 

Committee News

There is a vacant seat for the Select Board 

as well as various other seats on virtually 

-

involved!

Democratic Caucus Feb. 11

Democrats in Monterey will hold a 

caucus to elect delegates to the Massachu-

All registered Democrats in Monterey 

-

egate and one alternate will be elected at 

MONTEREY LIBRARY
Extended Hours Wed. & Friday
Become a Friend of the Library!

Monday .......................7–9 p.m.
Tuesday ............ 9:30 a.m.–noon
Wednesday ..................2–5 p.m.
!ursday .....................4–6 p.m.
Friday ..........................4–7 p.m.
Saturday .. 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
....................................7–9 p.m.

Phone 528-3795

Town Election

-

rent incumbents are shown, although all of 

for anyone interested in running for one 

Select Board, 2 years

go to get their—oh, you know—duck stamps).



Berkshire Pulse Residency at 

New Marlborough Central
 

will bring African culture to life through 

-

ry Month by celebrating the achievements 

-

Music, dance, and visual arts, which are 

intrinsically linked to the stories that were 

generation to generation, will be used to 

Working closely with Tom Masters, 

team of musicians, dancers, and educators 

of third and fourth graders, and will focus 

on a story from Mali, The Hatseller And 

The Monkeys  

-

The residency will culminate in a 

-

-

-

-

-

laborations such as these, between school 

and strengthening community life through 

They offer year-round instruction for youth 

Gould Farm Art at Knox 

Gallery

Cropped

-

ing adults with mental illlness in their 

-

munity members from all areas of the farm, 

whose wide variety of artwork ranges from 

community members are able not only 

talents beyond their roles on the farm, but 

also to connect more meaningfully to the 

-

— Rachel Mossey

Town Skating Party Feb. 20

Books That Balance
Bookkeeping Services

Darlene Balestro
10 Stevens Lake
Great Barrington, 
MA 01230
413.528.3944
413.446.4547
booksthatbalance@yahoo.com



Aerial Show
 

And shudders with the movement of a thousand geese
Their bodies a black undulating garment covering the airport grounds.

 

We drive by slowly
Wondering what the geese are doing there.
In the near distance, single engine planes hulk
Waiting for someone to take them into the sky.

 

There is a pickup truck

The cab door opens and out bounds a large dog
Causing uproar in the grass.

 

Our eyes open wider as
A thousand black geese take to the air.
The dog barking furiously, confusedly –
Hoping for a little fun
But instead having to settle
For an aerial show.

Skiing

Glittery
Sparkley
Dazzling sight
Down the slope of scarlet light
Brushing Sweeping
all snow is weeping
when you’re skiing down.

Skiing 2

Skiing down the 
mountain at the 
speed of light.
Some go into

When you’re
up and 

you feel
like you’re
skydiving.



Winter Tableau 

Against the hillside snow is softly banked, 
while through bare trees glint rays of midday sun. 
Way back into the opened woods I see 
up there from where our little brook has come. 
Beside the house a tired birch extends 
as, close by, frozen pine cones sleep. 
Sorely bent by last year’s storms, small trees arch 

where deer, in summertime, descend to graze. 
(Could they have made these tracks set in the snow?) 
Nearby, through high-up branches, grey squirrels leap; 
across the way, there sits a stately crow. 
Though the freezing cold may have you frazzled 
look around: you might be dazzled! 

 

Try it: Float on your back in just the right spot
With your eyes closed and

If the sun breaks through the clouds
It may warm your face for a brief while.
You can imagine you are on vacation in the Caribbean,
Not at Berkshire South during open family swim.

One more beautiful than the sun
looks back upon dalliance and daisies
ribbons in the water
and a sky cradle
billowing veils
of bliss.

One busier than the moon
bent over
a loom of fretted dreams
and dark tangled hopes
shredded hoops
thistling over the dusty
abyss.

One with my own somehow face
turned away
to meet that gay old stranger
wrinkle-walking
perhaps wiser
coming down death steps
with a kiss.



Winter Trip to the Beeches

often ice and snow make them dangerous 

or even cause us to reconsider, cancel, or 

One recent morning we had a 

socked-in kind of dawn, with 

When we got to the beeches, a 

thick young stand on the north 

crawled in and sat down to 

catching the fabulous Thick 

-

mance every morning, with 

Beeches, Fagus grandifolia, have a busy 

tight and rattling, even when it seems there 

sometimes teeny bits of ice, and these, 

is a racket that catches the elements and 

is some years back when everyone quit 

woods, including that north edge of the 

-

by discerning squirrels and turkeys, which 

times or more in my long life 

some animals, beeches can 

shallow roots under a mature 

could be they were doing it 

all during our dairy-goat years 

goats and milk and members of our family 

instead of the full-blown rhythm section 



live three to four hundred years, says my 

book, and get to be three feet across at 

You can tell a beech in the Monterey 

of the few deciduous trees that starts out 

smooth barked in its youth and then stays 

markings on certain beeches around here, 

-

they would cover a certain area of the 

The American beech once grew all 

over the continent, wherever there was 

enough water in the ground and winters 

only in the eastern states and it is the only 

Fagus
grandifolia

a long time in the winter and when they 

for all the action underneath, the micro-

organisms and insects hunkering under, 

rattling young trees tell me these might 

Meanwhile, with such easy winter beech 

WiredWest Update: 

continuing to work diligently to bring 

include:

-

in August and currently has twenty-four 

Western Massachusetts member towns 

-

ing requires each town to conduct votes 

-

Board of Directors, working committees, 

-

-

-

-

Plans for 2012

This coming year will be another 

-

— Monica Webb

Monica Webb is Monterey’s representa-
tive to WiredWest.



The Cow Barn: 

Icon Of An Epoch 

-

herd and often referred to by old timers 

with a drinking bowl that was activated 

feeding trough in front that ran the full 

The feeding trough in front of the 

-

through a footbath, and their udders were 

According to Dick Tryon, former 

-

in Monterey there were a good number of 

milk subsidy acted as a buyout, encourag-

of them still to be seen are: 

-

ture of these agricultural landmarks, the 

Barns of Berkshire County, which includes 

those in Monterey and others nearby such 

by the same family for more than one 

hundred years, as well as the famous round 

As the winter brings more snow, some 

-

ers such as the Delmolino side-entrance 

The cow barn itself required an agri-

cultural generation engaged in a hands-on 

work ethic of high intensity labor twice a 

land, as though stubborn icons to remind us 

DR. JERROLD RAAB

Dentist

All phases 

of dentistry

528-6520

Route 23       Monterey



Back to the Drawing Board

My time at home over the holidays was 

take stock and go back to the drawing 

-

writing categories: ideas and ideals, writ-

-

research thesis for graduate school? Better 

yet, what if getting a research card for the 

get working on the theoretical background 

and literature review for the thesis? Or, as 

when considering these issues? 

met so far, who can answer questions 

things and moving beyond my comfort 

is that all ‘questions’ are in red: “What 

slacking off and that goes against my 

are ten, and in sum, they touch almost 

Peter S. Vallianos
A!orney at Law

413-528-0055
fax: 413-528-6475

email: p.vallianos@verizon.net

30 years experience in Monterey
serving your real e+ate needs
including purchase and sales,

zoning issues.
Board Member,

Monterey Preservation Land Trust

New location convenient to Monterey
30 Stockbridge Road (Route 7)
Great Barrington, MA 01230
( Just north of Belcher Square)



20

“Garden Gastation”
What’s Cooking from 

Monterey Gardens & Farms

Basket O’ Beans

Our own dried beans! There are 

so many varieties of dry beans to grow 

bit laborious at certain stages of dry-bean 

many varieties of dry beans: black turtle, 

The beauty of growing your own 

beans, besides the fact that you know 

exactly how they’ve been grown and 

so that there is little weeding to do once 

whilst there are bushels of other veggies 

there is a small setback: the beans are 

These are delicious, nutritious nuggets 

We’ve been letting our beans stay on 

-

-

a good movie and hand everyone a basket 

-

Although the beans take a bit of time to 

soak and then cook, it is well worth the 

beans can be soaked overnight, cooked to 

tender, and then frozen in their broth to be 

But when the weather is cold outside, 

there’s nothing like baked beans to warm 

-

ing beans almost every Saturday night 

of the beans baking is reason enough to 

Mom’s Baked Beans

The following is a guideline
Taste the liquid before baking the beans 

have some molasses for the rich brown 

therefore, if you are going to make them, 

Underlined ingredients can be grown 

locally or found at local winter farmers 

markets. 

:

62 Main Road
Tyringham, MA 01264

Tel. 413-441-9687
FAX 413-243-2124



onion, diced

Add in all remaining ingredients 

from all of the little bean ditties: Beans, 

Monterey Library Notes

our senior citizens, can still borrow library 

your home, and we’ll bring them to you 

some of you aren’t able for various reasons 

holds on something you would like to bor-

everything on your list, but there’s a better 

chance we can get it—and if you aren’t able 

out the library calendar on the website to 

with the families and a talent show—many 

were amazed at the talent of these kids and 

out on all the fun!

January Wildlife Report

At the end of December, an otter 

out the window in the morning and there 

for about a minute each time, and coming 

August and Belvin Williams had an end-

of-the-year visit from a big coyote, “very 

which crossed the yard and moved into the 

coyotes, a small bear cub treed by his dog, 

also had three daytime owl sightings: one 

Our global wildlife trotter, Steve 

Snyder, sends word of an early January 

no wildness too small, too large, nor too 

— Bonner McAllester,

 Main St.  Gt. Barrington, MA 01230

617 Main Rd.  PO Box 63
Monterey, MA 01245

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE

IN MASSACHUSETTS AND NEW YORK

Free Consultation
on any Legal Matter

Evening and Weekend
Appointments Available

PHONE   (413) 528-8900
FAX  (413) 528-9132

CHARLES J. FERRIS
Attorney at Law
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Timber harvesting, and forest man-

agement in general, can be a controversial 

-

ber harvesting is unsightly and there is no 

reason to harvest timber in Massachusetts’ 

silviculture—

realm of forestry—the art and science of 

forests and woodlots are able to meet the 

The forests are part of a working landscape
Since the settlement of Monterey in 

of the land in Monterey was cleared for 

were abandoned, forests gradually reclaimed 

Forest Management in Massachusetts
-

-

sachusetts has been declining since the 

-

the forest industry, and changing attitudes 

inventory data shows that Massachusetts 

growing stock on timberland every year, 

and timber harvesting in Massachusetts 

Massachusetts has some of the best and 

most stringent timber-harvesting regula-

rural, sustainable, natural resource-based 

economy, rather than one based on land-

Forest Management Principles for the 
Bidwell House

clearing are relatively uniform in age and 

is to increase diversity, both in tree ages 

to the way farmers avoid monocultures, 

science-based silviculture used on the 

-

of directors, and carried out by licensed 

-

maintain water quality 

by ensuring that rainfall and snowmelt 

have a healthy, actively growing forest to 

habitat for wild-

life

some of which have been in decline in 

decreased and forestland has increased 

snags and coarse woody debris retained 

-

ing many trees that are of no value because 

they are diseased, or damaged by the ice 

storm in December 2008, to allow seeds 

value, however, are left for wildlife dens 

long-

areas consciously set aside from timber 

What About the Mess?
There is no question that the wood left 

Please call or email the museum if 
you have any questions: bidwellhouse@
gmail.com, 528-6888.



From the Meetinghouse . . .

themselves in challenging circumstances 

-

cable knowing which will not be denied: 

Oh. This job is mine

the man suggested a transfer back to the 

anything, but it would be great to have you 

didn’t fully realize at the time was that this 

and actively involved with a network of 

not-so-subtle changes that required him 

and his out-of-town sister to orchestrate 

he and his sister had agreed on an assisted-

living facility where their mom then lived 

visit every day, maintained her house and 

then in full nursing care were mercifully 

his mother’s suffering was the rudder with 

which he navigated all the events that came 

to him that the work would be his for so 

weeks after a stroke, and her sister had 

died, three years ago this month, he’d 

been back east so long that back east had 

-

our shared humanity that some folks say 

good writers share: “Writing? It’s easy. 
You just sit down and open a vein . . .”

we give to others through a chink in our 

thought, of ethics, and of religious belief have 

been based on clarifying one question: how 
do I stay present in the face of suffering? 

-

Transfer Station 



P.O. Box 9 01245

Compensation

-

-

in the Administration’s efforts to bring 

study cited in the New York Times

Wall Street Journal -

-

Design
Master Planning

Construction Management

Great Barrington, MA
(413) 528-6523
Visit our portfolio at
www.okerstromlang.com

Okerstrom Lang
Landscape  Architects

Political Musings from Monterey

Activism Paying Dividends 

-

they have a chance to force true change? 

-

over months and involved hundreds of 

-

-

the other side were the forces of big oil, 

-

mentalists and have a decent defense of his 

The main issue: any websites could be 

-

When the details emerged, activists and 

-

of the strength of concentrated activism to 

in the remainder of this year? Although it 

remains to be seen, one thing is sure—the 

To read more of Jonah’s musings, visit 
www.politicalmusingsfrommonterey.com.



-

Monterey currently offers its seven 

-

-

tions that would bring those costs in line 

demands, including, among others: lon-

secretary, and negotiated raises backed by 

During the ensuing meetings, a range 

-

ber said the issue of health insurance should 

town could afford to give and should give 

-

gested that health insurance costs were an 

and current health insurance obligations 

-

When it became clear disagreements 

and even about the meaning of “com-

requested executive session for contract 

-

in this months-long negotiation are unable 

to read the writing on the wall regarding 

-

-

-

enormously satisfying sense of commu-

With the best of wishes,

— Jonathan Sylbert

Save Our School

Monterey School is under siege again 

and the school committee will be decid-

As long as four members vote against the 

you feel about this issue as well as your 

forward and try to be creative about 

vision and work with the school com-

the district or create a secure future for 

to Monterey school who may be eligible 

like to register your child in the Monterey 

There is strength in numbers but you 

— Mary Makuc
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Monterey Library Recent 

Arrivals

The following books and movies are 

newly released and in high demand by all 

DVDs

The Greening of Whitney Brown
The Guard
The Last Lions
Courageous
The Ides of March
Mysteries of Lisbon
Sliders: Fifth and Final Season

Adult Fiction

The Hunter, 
The Captive Heart, 
Breakdown, 
The Darkening Field, William Ryan

The Little Russian, Susan Sherman

The Fallout Plan, 
The Street Sweeper, 
Death of Kings, 
The Rope, 
The Orphan Masters Son, 

Adam Johnson

Red Means Run, Brad Smith

Need You Now, 

The World We Found, Thrity Umrigar

Start Shooting, 
Believing The Lie, 
The Winter Palace: Novel of Catherine 

the Great, 
Friends Like Us, 
Raylan, 
Mr. G, 
An Available Man, 
Grown Up Kind of Pretty, 

Joshilyn Jackson

The Odds: A Love Story, 
The Silent Oligarch, 

Scared Sick: The Role of Childhood 
Trauma in Adult Disease, 

Gods Hotel: A Doctor, a Hospital, and a 
Pilgrimage to the Heart of Medicine, 

The Best Care Possible, 
Red Plenty, 
Brief History of Thought: A Philosophical 

Guide to Living, 
How Eskimos Keep Their Babies Warm 

and Other Adventures in Parenting 
Around the World, 

Youth

A Million Suns, Beth Revis

Harness Horses, Bucking Broncos & Pit 
Ponies: A History of Horse Breeds, 

 

Children Picture

Sister Bear: A Norse Tale, 

Contributors

We thank the following folks for their 

John Schmerler

Alice Allen

Ronald Barlow

Jody Ratner

2

MontereyFest 2012,  Aug. 18

 
LakeFest and I Love Monterey Day—into 

The day, which will focus on fun 

for children and adults alike, is a way 

to bring together all of the families of 

of camaraderie and inclusiveness, shar-

encouraged to submit ideas for events to 
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The Observer
December  26 – January 25

-6°

Snowfall

Monterey News
The  Monterey News

-

tering communication in the Monterey 

We invite signed letters, articles, 

Address requests for advertising rates 

We are a detail-oriented, full-service, hands-on con-
tracting and building company located in Monterey, 
MA. From foundation to !nish, we provide the know-
how to 'exceed your expectations.' Whether you want 
a built-in bookcase, a new sunroom, family room, or 
your new country home, our crew delivers the cra"s-
manship and courtesy you expect and deserve.

PO Box 567
155 Main Road

Monterey, MA 01245
(413) 528-1260

bottomlinebuilders.com
Scott Jenssen

scott@bottomlinebuilders.net
Massachusetts CSL 62673 - Massachusetts HIC 133864

D J. D
Attorney at Law

17 Mahaiwe Street
Great Barrington
Massachusetts 01230

Telephone: (413) 528-5040
Facsimile: (413) 528-5095

Email:dennis.downing@verizon.net

Calendar 

Every Monday except holidays: Select 

Every Tuesday

Saturday, February 4

for Cropped, an exhibition of works 

Wednesday, February 8 -

-

Thursday, February 9 -

Saturday, February 11: 

Tuesday, February 14

-

Wednesday, February 15 -

-

Monday, February 20: 

fun!

Saturday, February 25: Square and contra 

Monday, February 27: 

Blue High-
ways 

-

-

Saturday, March 3
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Contributions from local artists this month:
Maureen Banner, 7, 12, 25, 27; George Emmons, 18;

Tristian Goik, 15; Bonner McAllester, 16; MaryPaul Yates, 14.

Will Marsh

Glynis Marsh

Joe Baker

Treasurer

PAID

Monterey, MA

Rick Mielke
Seasonal Caretaking
Professional Year-Round Maintenance 

of Your House and Grounds
Celebrating over 30 years in business

528-0864
We Return Your Calls

Buying or selling your home in the Berkshires?

Call us 
Nancy Dinan 
413-528-0014

Deborah D. Mielke 
413-528-1871

e-mail: corashire@aol.com

Corashire Realty, est.1966
To see our Monterey Listings please visit

www.corashire.com
Also use our link to view other o!erings in MLS.

Change Service Requested


